Additional comments:

- It has been testified to that vaccine uptake rates in Maine are dropping.  This was presented as a cause for concern.  My response to that statement was, “Since there has been no corresponding resurgence of disease, no serious outbreaks, why is this not a signal that we may be over vaccinating children?  Is this not evidence that the assumption that 90% uptake is required to maintain herd immunity is incorrect?”
- Testimony has been offered asserting the opinion that telling a consumer what is in a vaccine and giving a choice will lower vaccine uptake rates, and that this is justification for with holding informed consent.  It surprises me that opponents of this bill are making such statements.  They are clear admissions that they want to with hold informed consent from patients in order to manipulate them into a decision that they may not make given their legal right to fully informed consent.  It is a mia culpa that tricking people into vaccinating is seen by them as legitimate medical practice.
Further, one physician testified that patients should not be told what is in a vaccine, because if they see a substance called “bovine serum” for example they may have a knee jerk reaction and turn down the vaccine based on fear.  Why is the assumption that it will be a fear based decision, and not a legitimate, informed decision?  Why is it that physician’s position to judge her own patient’s decision making process?  Is it any of her business why a patient?

I have demonstrated that I have spent thousands of hours researching vaccination.  Should I be robbed of informed consent by a doctor because she has made an assumption about my decision making process?  

How do those who oppose these bills also claim that they support and practice informed consent?

- Pertussis deaths v. vaccine deaths.  It was reported that there have been 10 Pertussis associated deaths in the US last year.  I reported to the committee that there were 41 deaths associated with Pertussis containing vaccine in 2010.  I was incorrect.  According to the federal Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) there were 36 death associated with vaccines for Pertussis/whooping cough. 
- Vaccine policy is a one size fits all program and does not take into account other toxic burdens that the individual may have been exposed to in air, water, food, via mercury fillings, or other exposures.

- I cannot recall all of my oral testimony during the hearing, but if there is something that I have outstanding to the committee, I will be happy to provide it upon request.
- In many instances around the country, even in states with philosophical vaccine exemptions the courts and Child Protective services are being used to force families into vaccinating against their wishes.  I have heard speculation that this may be happening in Maine, but cannot confirm that.  This law would make it clear that any such practice is a clear abuse of power by government agencies and protect citizens from such abuses.

-Vaccines are, in fact, poisonous.  During his testimony Maine CDC representative Dr. Sears mentioned that vaccines contain ingredients classified as “adjuvants” and said that they “helped a vaccine work.”  I feel a better explanation of this statement is owed to the committee.

Adjuvants are in fact, a “little bit of poison.”  They are ingredients included (usually a form of aluminum) that are designed to be recognized by the body as poisonous in order to activate the immune system. 

The most expensive part of vaccine manufacturing is growing the virus or bacteria (called antigens) that the vaccine is for.  A large amount of antigen is needed in a vaccine to get the body to recognize that it has been introduced to the body so that it will initiate an immune response and begin to make antibodies to protect the body from that disease in the future.  

However vaccine makers can make more doses of vaccine more cheaply by reducing the amount of “antigen” in the vaccine and adding in and “adjuvant.”  The little bit of poison is recognized by the immune system which responds by causing immune cells to be distributed throughout the body, and these cells, for example in search of aluminum, accidently stumble upon the disease particles and begin also defend  the body from that disease.  

What this also means is that what ever else is in the vaccine may also be recognized by the body as a foreign invader and go on the body’s list of things that should not be in there.  This is significant because for example, vaccine ingredients have included eggs, yeast and peanut proteins.  We now have an epidemic of allegies to these once benign foods.  The vaccine safety cannot get adequate information from public health of vaccine makers as to make a determination whether or not these vaccine components are causing these allergy epidemics, and because we have no legal right to sue, we cannot compel them to produce documentation on this in court.  We are powerless in this respect yet agan.

Unfortunately, all immune systems are not alike, and part of that immune system response is to cause fevers and to create inflammation in the body.  For some people, that inflammation does not resolve typically and causes brain inflammation and brain damage.  

Further, vaccine makes are basically guessing about how much adjuvant to put in a vaccine and what it actually does.  They estimate how must poison it takes for the average person to mount an adequate immune response.  But what happens when someone who already has an autoimmune disorder get that dose of adjuvant?  What happens when that person is given 3 or 4 adjuvanted vaccines at once?  We have no idea.

In January of 2009 I listed to a CDC vaccine stakeholder meeting with vaccine makers.  It was upsetting to hear one Pharmacutical company executive admit that “we don’t know how adjuvants work.”
- Opponents of this bill openly testified that vaccines must be coerced in order to maintain herd immunity (which is actually a theory and not proven medical fact).  This is technically malpractice.  Medical interventions made in the doctors office are ethically and legally required to be in the best interest of the patient.  Individual physicians have testified that they are instead making those decisions, not based on what is in the best interest of the patient, but what they believe may be in the best interests of those in their waiting rooms outside their offices and across the state.  I hope that the committee sees their testimony as admission of potentially working against the best interests of their patients, and that they should be reprimanded for this practice.  Individual doctors are not public health officials and they are being paid by families to treat THEM, not practice on them according to a theoretical, scientifically unsupportable, subjective opinion of what is “greater good”.

-Vaccination did not save us.  While it is my belief that vaccines do aid in the suppression of viral and bacterial illness somewhat, vaccines have been given far more credit for the reduction of these illnesses that they merit.  Deaths from both vaccine preventable illnesses and illnesses like Scarlet Fever for which we have never vaccinated, have steadily diminished through out the 20th century with improvements to sanitation, medical care, nutrition, growth of infrastructure, the advent of antibiotics, and the public’s basic understanding of how to avoid transmittable illness.
Attached is a chart of this phenomenon.  Note that all these illnesses were on the decline long before the vaccines for them were introduced, in some cases increased with the introduction of a vaccine, and that disease not addressed by vaccination fell at the same rate as those that were addressed with vaccination.

(chart on following page)
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